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Procedure:
1. Decide which layers of rock are the same age.

2. Order the rock layers from the oldest to the youngest. The oldest layer has been
numbered 1 for you. Write 2 on the next oldest layer. Wite 2 whenever that layer appears.
3. Use the index fossils to help you

4. Continue numbering the layers until you reach the youngest fayer. (Hint: The oldest
rock layers are usually at the bottom.
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Properties of an Index Fossil

I fossis are used o determine the rlative age of rocks. The best index fosisare of organisms that
‘existed fora very brif time but are found over a large (widespread) area of arth. In  sequence of
rock ayers, an index fossl would not be found in very many fayers vertically but would be widespread
horizontally from one place o another. s ikely that 3 long time from now, humans wil be 3n
‘excelent index fossi. Humans have existed for  rlatively short ime, yet ur remains and sighs of our
‘xistence can be found woridwide.

The following diagrams represent the rock ayers and fosssfound a four widely separated areas of
‘exposed rock ayers.
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1. Describe two charactaristicsof an index fossil:(found n reading sbove)
2. Which fossil s the bes index fossi [which one helps you ins up the sectons of rock corracty)?

3. Explain why you chose thatfossl for number 37

4. Based on the types of fosis above, in what ype of environment were the rocks deposited in?

5. ryoutnouitche @ o 0 i yexs it ns 09 st ware oundi e s
record from 50 millen years ao o 10 milion years ago (ound hroughabsout daing
techniques of adicactive decay), how old do you think the @ fossilcouid be?
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