     Earth Systems Fall Semester 2016
Dr. Pebble Johnson:

            Room H104                 Matt Rhein
Textbook:  Earth Science   Tarbuck and Lutgens Prentice Hall
Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy that was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book.  
 

Earth Science will use technology daily.  The interactive activities and lessons are designed for tablet or laptop usage.  Students will not be allowed to use their cell phones in class.  A textbook is not a necessity for this course.  Students will have access to reading in an online/interactive resource.
Resources/Websites:   These have apps that can be downloaded to mobile devices for students to use.  Some may have limited functions based on the app environment.  Other websites and resources will be used throughout the semester.
	Google and Google Classroom
	Students have a Google Apps For Education (GAFE) accounts.  

	Nearpod
	

	Quizlet
	Liked with Google Classroom  

	Socrative
	Liked with Google Classroom  

	GoFormative
	Liked with Google Classroom  

	OneNote/Class note
	These are programs that the students will have preloaded onto the Microsoft Surface One to One device.  

	Microsoft Office
	These are programs that the students will have preloaded onto the Microsoft Surface One to One device.


Course Description: 

Earth systems is a yearlong course that is designed to continue investigations that began in K-8 Earth Science and Life Science.  Students will discover the connections among the Earth’s systems throughout Earth’s history.  These systems – the atmosphere, hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere – interact through time to produce the Earth’s landscapes, ecology, and resources.  This course develops explanations of phenomena fundamental to the sciences of geology and physical geography including the early history of the Earth, plate tectonics, landform evolution, the Earth’s geologic record, weather and climate.  This course also provides review for the Georgia High School Graduation Test. There is no EOCT for this class. 

 Course Outline:
This course is divided into the following units. The Georgia Performance Standards for each unit are listed above the class units.   A test or project may be used to assess a class unit, while a Performance Assessment will be used to assess a County unit. Quizzes are given as needed.     
	Class Unit
	Topic
	Approximate amount of days

	1
	Introduction to Earth Systems, Scientific Inquiry, Safety, and Metrics
	20-25 Days 

	2
	Earth Systems, Minerals, and Rocks
	20-25 Days 


	Class Unit
	Topic
	Approximate amount of days

	3
	Earthquakes, Plate Tectonics, Volcanoes, and Mountain Building
	20-25 Days 

	4
	Geological Time and Earth’s History 
	20-25 Days 

	5
	Earth’s Resources Soil Formation Water, and Desserts & Glacier 
	Time permitting


Standards
Course work will follow the Georgia Performance of Excellence Standards and the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).  Not included in the list of standards below are the Nature of Science.  They will be covered throughout the year in each science class.  
SES1. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to investigate the composition and formation of Earth systems, including the Earth’s place in the solar system.

SES2. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to understand how plate tectonics creates certain geologic features, landforms, Earth materials, and geologic hazards.

SES3. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to explore the actions of water, wind, ice, and gravity as they relate to landscape change.

SES4. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information to understand how rock relationships and fossils are used to reconstruct the Earth’s past.

Grade Determination
The Fulton County Grading Scale will be used for all graded assignments
90-100 = A               80-89 = B                 70-79 = C                 Below 70 = F
Calculation of each Final Semester Average will be as follows:

40% Test: At least one test will be given at the end of each unit. A test will come
       from the material included in that unit, being any homework assignment, lab, 
       notes, quizzes, etc…  If you miss a test, you should make up the assessment 
       within one week of your return, otherwise it will be graded as a recovery
       grade. Two assessments, one at the 6th week and one at the 12th week will be 
       common assessments that will include material from previous units and be 

       cumulative.
10% Quizzes: Quizzes will be given as assessments within the unit. Quizzes may 
      either be announced or announced, in class or on-line. If you miss a quiz, you 
      are given one week to make it up otherwise it goes in as a zero.
10% Laboratory Activities: Labs will be performed at least once a week. All 
      labs will be completed and turned in by the deadline, which will be at the end

      of a unit. Late labs will be accepted at a 10-point reduction per day. If you 
      are absent for a lab then please see your instructor for make-up work. This 
      semester you will do two performance assessments, one at the end of Unit One 
      and one at the end of Unit Two.

20% Homework and Classwork: 
Homework will be assigned when extra time and preparation is needed to learn material. Homework will be checked and collected on a random basis as well as announced collection. Classwork will be graded on a random basis as well. Late class work and homework will be accepted for half credit. If you are absent it is your responsibility to get the work you have missed.
Homework detentions will be given in the event that you are not being successful in completing your homework successfully.
20% Final Exam: This will be a comprehensive exam covering all the units and
      standards covered throughout the semester.

Make-up Policy: Make- up work for an absence follows the Fulton County
    guidelines. For every 1 day absent you have one day to make up the work. 
    Excused absences are at full credit, while unexcused absences receive a 10% 
    reduction.  It is your responsibility to get the make-up work from us and to 
    schedule any labs, test, or quizzes missed. Test not made up by the next test 
    date will be graded as a recovery grade.
Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades

 

· The goal of the CHS Recovery Policy is to support students in achieving mastery in both curriculum content and standards.

· Recovery is for students who, despite a conscientious effort and communication with their teachers, have failed to demonstrate satisfactory understanding of course goals as measured by a summative assessment or project. 
· So that students stay focused on the content at hand and don’t become overwhelmed and fall too far behind, they must initiate recovery on a summative assessment or project within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on that assessment.
· Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment.
· Students who complete a major assessment but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the major assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. 
· In the case of an honor code violation on a major assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a major assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.
· After successful completion of the recovery assignment, options for grading may include setting a passing grade for recovery or replacing the original grade with the grade that reflects mastery.  
· The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%.  If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.  
School Board Policy IHA Grading and Reporting System

Provision for Improving Grades

 

· Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

· Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.
Extra Help: Since science can be a difficult subject, please seek help immediately 
from me when you need it. It does you no good to wait till test time. I will be available more mornings from 7:30 to 8:00 a.m.  The only exceptions will be if I am personally not at school or a meeting that occurs in the morning.
Classroom Behavior: All student handbook rules and policies will be enforced in
    class. The following rules are expected in the classroom:
1) Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings. Please review Chattahoochee’s tardy policy.

2) Bring all of your materials to class daily.

3) All music devices and Cell phones may be confiscated.

4) Be respectful of others in class.

5) Follow all laboratory safety rules.

6) No rude behavior will be tolerated.
Failure to follow these rules will result in private detention, a phone call to your parents, or a referral to the appropriate administrator.

Honor Code Policy: In an effort to encourage good study habits, fair competition
  and positive development in the area of academics, the Chattahoochee faculty 
  supports a strong policy on cheating. Cheating is defined as “giving or receiving, in 
  any form, information relating to a gradable experience, either inside or outside of 
  class”. I will strictly enforce the honor code policy as described in your student 
  handbook.

Technology Code of Ethics: According to Fulton County Schools’ policy:  students shall not alter or attempt to alter school or private property including technology hardware and software. This includes:

a. changing desktop settings or control panels on computers

b. removing or damaging mouse tracking balls, keyboard keys, cables, connectors, network jacks, or any other hardware

c. modifying computer software damaging computer disks, CD-ROMs, or other media
PARENT SIGNATURE PAGE

EXPECTED CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR

(PLEASE TURN THIS COPY IN BY 14 AUG 2017)

1. All student handbook rules apply in this class. 

2. Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings. 

3. COME TO CLASS PREPARED!

a. Bring the proper materials to insure your success:

· Something to write on (your notebook)

· Something to write with (pencils are always better than pens)

· Your textbook

· Your calculator

· Any ancillary materials (colored pencils, protractor, etc.)

b.  Homework is always collected or checked at the beginning of the period.  

4. No cell phones or other non-permitted electronic devices. 

5. Be respectful to your teacher, classmates and visitors.

ANY BEHAVIOR WHICH ENDANGERS YOU OR ANOTHER STUDENT IN THE CLASSROOM WILL RESULT IN IMMEDIATE REFERRAL TO AN ADMINISTRATOR AND A FAILING GRADE FOR THAT ACTIVITY.

Student’s name: ________________________Period: ______________

Please sign and date below indicating that you have reviewed the Astronomy syllabus and the Safety Contract. Unless a student achieves a grade of 85% or higher on the Safety Test, the student will be assigned alternative assessments to laboratory investigations.

Parent (Signature) :






(Date)
Parent (Please Print) :


(Email)



(Cell)

Student (Signature) :






(Date)
Student (Please Print) :


(Email)



(Cell)
Thank you.  Pebble Johnson

Chattahoochee Science Department
